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INTRODUCING OUR FIRST YEAR-ROUND 
RABBINIC INTERN, REUBEN ZELLMAN 


Rabbi Camille Shira Angel 


One of the facts at Sha’ar Zahav 
about which we offen boast is the num- 
ber of congregants we have sent off to 
Rabbinic school. Just in the six years 
| have been here, we have said Mazel 
Tov fo eight people. This is not typical of 
most congregations! And yet, while we 
have said goodbye to some of our most 
talented and devoted lay leaders, it has 
been with a sense of deep satisfaction, 
knowing that our influence on their deci- 
sion was more than incidental. 


In six years CSZ has 
said mazel tov fo eight 
rabbinical students. 


Our goodbyes have also been said 
with the hope that they may not be for- 
ever. The past two summers, we have 


welcomed back Dev Felder Noily, a for- 
mer congregant (and now a prize-win- 
ning darshan), as our summer student 
rabbi. This year, we are fortunate enough 
to have Reuben Zellman with us, not only 
for the summer but for the entire year. 
Reuben will begin July 7. 


Many of us have followed Reuben’s 
path to the rabbinate. Reuben gradu- 
ated with High Distinction in General 
Scholarship from U.C. Berkeley in 2001] 
with a BA in Linguistics. From Cal he went 
on fo study theory and classical voice at 
San Francisco State University, where he 
received the Pone Music Scholarship. 
During these years, he made time to 
teach at what was then Sha’ar Zahav’s 
Kadimah program. 


Enrolling at Hebrew Union College’s 
rabbinic program was a big step for 
Reuben, as he became the first trans- 
gendered rabbinical student. It’s been 
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three years since then, a period in which 
Reuben has not only pursued his rabbinic 
studies but ably served our sibling con- 
gregation Beth Simchat Torah in New York 
as their Cooperberg-Rittmaster Rabbinic 
Intern 05-06, Children’s Educator 04- 
05, and Cantorial Intern during the sum- 
mer of 2005. He has spent the last year 
co-facilitating the New York City Queer 
Beit Midrash and is currently creating an 
online project for Mosaic, translating and 
annotating classic Jewish texts concern- 
ing Transgender and Intersex issues. 


I'd like to welcome Reuben. I’d also 
like to take this opportunity to welcome 
everyone in the congregation to use 
Reuben’s example to explore how you 
can step forward into a richer experience 
of your own Judaism. And I'd like to en- 
courage you to use Reuben’s year with 
us to learn, share, and teach with this 
remarkable person. 


e@eeeoeeeeoeoseseeseeoeeeeeeeoeoeeeeseoeoeeeeesd 


WELCOME TO MARY JANE EISENBERG, 
CSZ’s NEw EDUCATOR! 


Congregation Sha’ar Zahav extends 
a warm welcome fo our new Director of 
Children and Family Education, Mary 
Jane Eisenberg. Most recently, Mary 
Jane has been the managing director of 
the Joe Goode Performance Group, as 
well as the lead sixth-grade teacher at 
Congregation Emanu-el. Prior to 1999, 
she danced for ten years with her own 
troupe in L.A. She also has a law degree, 
and her B.A. from UC Berkeley is in Peace 
and Conflict Studies. Recently, she talked 
with the Jewish Gaily Forward about her 
past, present and future. 


JGF: | heard that along with getting 
this new job at CSZ, you also are getting 
married! 


MJ: My partner Alyson and | have 


been together for 13 years, and had been 
wanting to do this for a while. We de- 
cided now is the time. [They got married 
June 20, 2006]. 


JGF: I’m told you’ve been a lawyer, 
a dancer, an educator. Wow! 


MJ: I’ve been a dancer—well, I’ve 
done everything in the dance world. I've 
danced, I’ve choreographed, I’ve run my 
own company, I’ve taught. And I’ve been 
an educator: at Congregation Emanu-el 
‘ve been the sixth-grade teacher there 
for the last six years. As far as being a 
lawyer... | graduated law school, but | 
never worked as a lawyer. | came out 
of law school not wanting to do that! 
Instead, | became an arts administrator 
and dancer. 


JGF: What’s prompting you to make 
the transition from the dance world to the 
Jewish education world? 


MJ: It’s been a slow process. Six 
years ago at Emanu-el | took a class for 
congregants who were interested in be- 
coming teachers, and then started teach- 
ing sixth grade. That was an eye-opening 
and exciting year. 


| find myself now doing things that, 
if you asked me ten years ago, | would 
not have said, oh, that’s where I’m head- 
ing. | followed my passion, and found 
out | had a much bigger desire than | 
knew | did. | found myself wanting to 
make a real difference in young people’s 
lives and sharing with them my passion 
for Judaism and wanting them to have a 


continued on pg 6 


RABBI’S COLUMN 


WHAT Do JEws Do 
DURING THE SUMMER? 


Most of my Rabbinic colleagues be- 
gin fo enjoy the down-time of summer 
once Shavuot and Confirmation have 
been observed. At Sha‘ar Zahav, we have 
the whole month of June to celebrate, 
commemorate and anticipate the free- 
doms of being GLBT. But what about the 
months of July and August? What forti- 
fies the Jewish spirit in this season? 


All of us look forward to the wonder- 
ful days of summer. Whatever our age, 
the season has a way of stretching out 
time a bit. The longer days beckon us 
to be out of doors. Whether true or not, 
summer seems like the time when we 
will be able to do things we have wanted 
to do all year. 


The Bible celebrates summer by 
proclaiming the wonders of nature: “Now 
the winter is past, the rains are over and 
gone. The blossoms have appeared in 
the land.” Obviously, the biblical author 
did not spend summers in San Francisco. 
Nevertheless, our ancestors, who lived 
more intimately with nature than we, saw 
God’s marvels in the interconnected- 
ness of the natural world. The Psalmist 
expressed nature’s oneness with these 
words, “You make springs gush forth in 
torrents; they make their way between 
hills, giving drink fo all the wild beasts; 
the birds of the sky dwell beside them 
and sing among the foliage. The high 
mountains are for wild goats....” 


The out-of-doors is surely the best of 
all religious texts. If we humans but open 
our eyes to natural beauty, we too feel 
linked to the great unifying forces of na- 
ture. It is with this in mind that | want to 
invite you to experiment with prayer this 
summer. Jewish prayer takes the form of 
gratitude. Where more than in nature’s 
bounty can we feel thankful for the gift of 
life? Here are some examples from our 
prayer book that might inspire you. Your 
own words are the sweetest offerings. 


Ma Rabu Ma-asecha Adonai! Kulam 
B’Chochmah Asifa; Malah Ha‘areiz 
Kin-ya-necha, 


How manifold are Your works, O 
God! In wisdom You have made 
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them all: the earth 
is full of Your 
creations. 


Ashira L’Adonai B’Chayei; Azimrah 
LElohai B’odi. 
| will sing fo the Divine Spirit all my 


days; | will sing praises to my God 
as long as | live. 


To better understand the prayers 
that exist in our Jewish liturgical reser- 
voir, | recommend the series My People’s 
Prayerbook edited by my teacher, Rabbi 
Lawrence A. Hoffman and published by 
Jewish Lights. The eight volumes exam- 
ine traditional prayers and offer the in- 
sights of twelve modern commentators. 


Most of all nature teaches us the en- 
during values of dignity and truth. Nature 
is honest, sometimes brutal, always real. 
So it is with great literature. 


Nature can be unforgiving and 
challenging; it is also rewarding, fulfill- 
ing and inspiring. So, too a great read. 
Which brings me to my second sum- 
mer suggestion: take time to read a 
fabulous Jewish book. Some of my 
current favorites include: Outwitting 
History by Aaron Lansky, The History 
of Love by Nicole Krauss, Song of the 
Self: Biblical Spirituality and Human 
Holiness by Carol Ochs, and finally The 
Ten Challenges: Spiritual Lessons from 
fhe Ten Commandments for Creating 
Meaning, Growing, and Richness Every 
Day of Your Life by Leonard Felder. 


Summer is here, friends. May you 
enjoy its leisure, embrace its beauty and 
share its wonder with those you love. 
That’s the best recipe for nourishing a 
Jewish spirit | can offer. 


The synagogue and our library are 
open all summer, every Shabbat, year 
round. 


Uhitra‘ot! 
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1 Ora Prochovnick 


| This column is based 
on the Installation 
drash Ora gave this past Shavuot. 


| realized as | was preparing this 
Shavuot drash for my installation as 
CSZ’s next president that | was on the 
bima giving my very first drash exactly 
36 years ago today at my bat mitzvah. | 
was especially excited by the possibility 
that | could just recycle my bat mitzvah 
drash. That's a sign of good presiden- 
tial skills—perfecting strategies for time 
management. But regrettably, since | 
think age 13 was my intellectual peak, 
the words | spoke at my bat mitzvah 
have been lost to posterity. 


Back then, | spoke of the connec- 
tion between the story of Ruth, why it has 
become our tradition to read that story 
on Shavuot (the celebration of the giv- 
ing of Torah), and my own bat mitzvah. 
Because of her great love for Naomi and 
feeling of connection, Ruth made a life- 
time commitment fo Naomi and to the 
Jewish people with the famous words 
that are the best known passage in the 
story: 


“Wherever you go, | will go; wher- 
ever you live, | will live; your people shall 
be my people and your God shall be my 
God. Where you die, | will die, and there 
| will be buried.” 


This beautiful megilah is read on 
Shavuot because the Jewish people's 
receipt of the Torah and acceptance of a 
life of mitzvot at Sinai also was an act of 
commitment and entry into a covenantal 
relationship. On my Bat Mitzvah, | was 
committing myself fo an adulthood in 
the Jewish world. And now, in accepting 
this office of president, | am once again 
entering into a committed covenantal re- 
lationship—with my community—with 
Congregation Sha’ar Zahav, with the URJ 
and the greater Jewish community, with 
my fellow synagogue leaders, with the 
Eternal. 


The revelation at Sinai is itself not 
an event which stands alone—tt is the 
culmination of the exodus from Egypt. 
Exodus leads to revelation. In the same 
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A STICKUM COVENANT 


vein, at the end of the reading of Megilat 
Ruth, we are fold that Ruth is a direct an- 
cestor of King David. The Davidic line, 
meant to culminate in the Messiah, is a 
symbol of world transformation and re- 
demption. Ruth’s journey to relationship 
leads to redemption. 


Like Ruth, like the 
Israelites at Sinai, 
we are all Jews 
by choice. 


Rabbi Lawrence Kushner, in The 
Book of Words, has a wonderful teach- 
ing about redemption: He speaks about 
his mother’s practice of collecting S & H 
Green Stamps. My mother did too. The 
stamps came in small, perforated sheets 
and were given out by the stores in pro- 
portion to each dollar spent. After we 
came home from shopping it was my 
and my siblings’ job fo lick the stamps 
and paste them into little newsprint book- 
lets—perhaps the continuous exposure to 
the glue on those stamps explains a lot 
about my current mental state. When we 
filled a shoe box, we would take all those 
books filled with sticky, saliva-encrusted 
stamps to the local S & H Green Stamp 
Redemption Center where you could ex- 
change this basically worthless stash of 
stickum for something of more enduring 
value like a carpet sweeper, a casserole 
dish or a toaster. 


As Rabbi Kushner taught, this is the 
true meaning of redemption: not being 
saved, but the experience of being trans- 
formed into something entirely different. 
It is why redemption and revelation are 
inseparable in Jewish history. 


The Israelites at Sinai knew that they 
would be receiving a whole new code of 
living. Their entire conception of life and 
destiny would be altered, but they had 
no way of knowing what this new mis- 
sion would entail. And, | must confess, 
| feel a litle like that as | embark on my 
presidency. Like Ruth making her com- 
mitment of faith and allegiance to Naomi, 
like our people at Sinai, | am making a 
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commitment, entering into relationship. 
And like the Israelites at Sinai, | and 
my fellow officers know there will be a 
large body of information transferred to 
us, a new set of responsibilities with a 
new world outlook. And | know that we 
will learn so much and be gifted with so 
much from this leadership experience, 
that, like those green stamps, we will be 
unalterably transformed. 


On behalf of the officers | pledge to 
you, as taught to me by Ruth: Wherever 
you go as we work together in the com- 
ing years, | will go, your community will 
be my community, your People will be 
my People, your movement my move- 
ment, your Rabbi my Rabbi, and your 
shul my shul. 


As | make this commitment, | am 
mindful that recommitting to our relation- 
ship with Judaism is what we all do. The 
revelation at Sinai was a public event. 
From this we learn that Torah can only 
be received and transmitted if there is a 
commanding sense of communal be- 
longing and responsibility. This is a mes- 
sage | hope to carry with me throughout 
my presidency. The voice of God is heard 
through the many voices of the Jewish 
people as a whole, through the collective 
sense of the community, even as it was 
at Sinai. And so | hope to hear from each 
of you, and bring your voices together, as 
we do the sacred work of our community 
at Sha‘ar Zahav. 


Like Ruth, like the Israelites at Sinai, 
like the 13-year-old version of me, we 
are all Jews by choice. So | ask each of 
you to choose to be committed in your 
own way in the coming year. And | ask 
this not just because | hope that I'll have 
all of your help and support, but because 
of how meaningful it will be for each of 
you fo renew your covenant, and become 
active and engaged in Judaism and in 
Sha’ar Zahav in a way that will work for 
you. | look forward to conversations with 
as many of you as possible in the com- 
ing months about what work of the con- 
gregation you would like fo become more 
involved in, what will draw you in, what 
will re-commit you, what will make this 
shul your shul. 
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TISHA B’Av - BEYOND TRAGEDY 


By Nina Wouk for the Ritual Committee 


Tisha B’Av, the fast in memory of the 
disasters of Jewish history, falls during a 
season of contrast. From Pesach, when 
traditional Jews stop praying for rain and 
start praying for dew, through Simchat 
Torah, when the prayer for rain resumes, 
joyous festivals stand like islands in a 
sea of semi-mourning periods. 


This alternation of grief and joy al- 
lows people to experience a wide range of 
emotion together with a community. This 
has a particular value for members of our 
fast-paced, fragmented society, in which 
members of the same ritual community 
may or may not know each other, and 
may or may not share personal reasons 
for happiness or sorrow. Ritual models 
the ways we can express personal feel- 
ings and hope to be understood. Equally 
important, it models ways to move be- 
tween different feelings. This is an essen- 
tial part of the observance of Tisha B’Av, 
which begins in desolation and ends in 
restoration. 


At the beginning of Tisha B’Av, Jews 
traditionally read the Book of Eichah, a 
lament over the fall of Jerusalem, which 


is attributed to the prophet Jeremiah. His 
life was one constant motion between in- 
compatible feelings. His task as a proph- 
et was to try fo inspire righteousness 
in a people that he knew, both through 
his prophetic giff and through common 
sense, would not be saved from disaster 
by any righteous behavior. 


The kingdom of Judah was doomed. 
The only military or political question was 
when the Babylonian army, which had 
conquered everything in its path, would 
reach the borders; then the question be- 
came when it would reach the capital, 
or break through the city walls; the final 
question was how much the Babylonians 
would destroy, how mdny they would kill 
and how many they would exile. 


The Book of Jeremiah shows that he 
offen hated his life, yet he carried out his 
contradictory mission. His tragic vision 
of the future could easily have defeated 
his will to promote ftshuvah, for which 
he could promise no reward. Instead, the 
tension led to a creativity that reached be- 
yond the doomed present into the future. 
While he could not claim that prayer or 
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righteousness would save the kingdom, 
he could, and did, say repeatedly that 
following the Torah is its own reward: 
It cultivates a relationship with God that 
people can take into exile, qualities that 
will make survival possible under any 
circumstances. 


The book of Eichah details the ful- 
fillment of all Jeremiah’s most horrific 
visions of the invasion and fall of his 
country—but reaches beyond. Its final 
words are those we echo each time we 
return the Torah to the ark: “Turn us, God, 
and we will be turned; renew us as at the 
beginning.” Putting away the Torah scroll 
does not mean turning away from Torah; 
rather we ask for help in turning continu- 
ally towards it. 


This will to turn is what Tisha B’Av 
uniquely teaches among the Jewish 
yearly observances. Having found a 
connection with God and Torah even in 
the depths, we can begin the process of 
tshuvah, turning from the griefs of his- 
tory to preparation for the rejoicing of the 
New Year. 
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TAKE A RISK, GET INVOLVED IN SFOP 


By Jo Ellen Green Kaiser 


On June 14, over 150 Sha’ar 
Zahavniks and San Francisco Organizing 
Project (SFOP) members gathered at the 
shul to come out on health care. The 
theme of the event was “take a risk.” 


Rabbi Angel started things off by giv- 
ing a drash on Rabbi Nathan, who lived 
in ancient Rome. Jews came to him be- 
cause they felt pressured to attend gladi- 
ator fights, and pressured when there to 
join the rest of the audience in the offen 
popular thumbs-down vote for the death 
of the losing gladiator. Rather than sug- 
gest they silently boycott these popular 
events, Rabbi Nathan told Jews they were 
obligated to attend because their vote for 
life could prevail. They had a mandate to 
go to the arena and risk angering their 
fellow Romans by voting for life in order 
to promote justice. 


On the topic of health care, the risk 
we are asked to take is fo share our sto- 
ries. Three Sha’ar Zahavniks did just that, 
sharing their personal struggles with get- 
ting health insurance coverage for mental 


health, AlDs, chronic illness, pre-exist- 
ing conditions, prescription drugs and 
preventative care for themselves, their 
families, and their employees. While ev- 
eryone likes to talk about their sprained 
knee, talking about mental health issues 
or your fear of losing your insurance 
means taking a risk, exposing a vulner- 
ability. But unless we all come out about 
our health care situation, sharing our sto- 
ries, real change won’t happen. 


The good news is that change is 
happening in the city of San Francisco. 
Supervisor Bevan Dufty, Dr. Mitch Katz 
(Director of the San Francisco Department 
of Public Health), Julian Potter (Director 
of the Mayor’s Office of Public Policy) 
and several other luminaries from city 
government, labor, and small business 
showed up fo declare their support for the 
health care priorities CSZ and the SFOP 
have outlined. Those are: 


1. Act in this window of opportunity 
to implement a health care plan for San 
Francisco. 


See what going 


above and beyond 
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2. Make the new city plan as com- 
prehensive as possible. 


3. Share health care costs fairly be- 
tween those who access care, employ- 
ers, and government. 


4. Push for statewide and national 
healthcare solutions. 


At this writing, it appears that the 
Mayor and Supervisors have come fo 
agreement on what is being called the 
San Francisco Health Care Access Plan 
that will provide access to mental health 
care, preventative care, prescription 
drugs, inpatient care, and outpatient care 
on a sliding scale to all citizens in need. 
But we have to keep organizing to make 
sure this plan happens and gets imple- 
mented. 


Take a risk yourself: come out for 
health care. To get involved, contact 
Richard Allman at 415-341-1450 or t- 
allman@pacbell.net 
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Pinat Yeladim 
U'mishpachah 


Chilaven and Family Covnev 


FAMILY 
CALENDAR 


To Find Out More About These Programs 
Go to the Sha’ar Zahav Website at www. 
shaarzahav.org/children-families 


BABY HAVURAH 
Sunday, July 16, 10:30 am 
at Duboce Park 


Sunday, August 20, 10:30 am 
at Duboce Park 


Rain/Bad Weather: 4 pm Sha‘ar Zahav 


Join the Baby Havurah listserv 
by emailing Jonathan Crosby at 
yyohan@yahoo.com. 


ToT SHABBAT 
Saturday, July 22, from 
10:30-11:30 am 


There will be no Tot Shabbat in August. 


FAMILY KABBALAT 
SHABBAT: 


Friday, July 21 , 6:30 pm 
Friday, August 18, 6:30 pm 


Dinner is vegetarian potluck— 
bring a dish to share 


BEIT SEFER DATES 


TO REMEMBER 
Registration Deadline: 
Friday, August 18 


First Day of Beit Sefer: 
Saturday, September 9 
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MARY JANE EISENBERG INTERVIEW coni. from page ! 
fabulous Jewish experience as they were growing up. 
JGF: Tell us more about the Jewish piece. 


MJ: | was raised Jewish. When | was a kid, | really wanted to learn. But my 
teacher focused on a couple of boys who she taught to. The rest of the boys did what 
boys do and the girls passed notes in the back. | wanted to be one of those kids sit- 
ting around the desk learning, and couldn't figure out how to get there. That had a 
profound effect on me as | got older. 


As an adult, | found myself wanting to get the education | didn’t get, wanting to 
participate. And | have gotten much more into the spiritual aspects of Judaism as well 
as the ritual and history. It’s just a fabulous, deep, and highly valuable tradition to be 
a part of, and I'd like to pass that on. 


JGF: Can you give us a glimpse into the future about what ue want to do with 
the programs here at Sha’ar Zahav? 


MJ: | had a chance to watch the last day of the school and learn about the curric- 
ulum and how it’s developing. | am highly impressed. At this point | want to continue 
on with what Sue and the CEB have started and to help move that vision forward. 


| also want to work on the intergenerational part of the curriculum. It’s in place, 
but there’s a vision for it fo be even stronger. | think it’s wonderful for students to be 
connected to community members who are not their parents. 


JGF; | love that. Is there anything else you’d like to tell us? 


MJ: | am thrilled to be here. | am looking forward to learning from my students, 
learning from the teachers, and having it be a good and deep experience for every- 
one involved. Everyone |’ve met, the conversations I’ve had, have been really deep 
in meaning, full of humor, and warmth, friendship and thoughtfulness, and I’m just 
looking forward to being a part of that. 


JGF: We are too! Thanks. 


ae ath ae will be nea fo join 
Rabbi Angel for ce i eRe 


staff profi iles, DC 
events, photo: ne 


Tammuz/Av/Elul 5766 


16 Leah Goralsky Cohen 9 Ilana Drummond 
BIRTHDAYS 16 Samuel Walters 9 Jessica Israel 
JUNE (WOOPS!) 16 Lois Scott 9 Natalie Zeituny 
29 Sharon Dulberg 18 Gabriel Press-Becker 9 Allan Gold 
18 Nina Malakoff 11 Claudia Rosenbaum 
JULY 19 Asaf Goralsky Cohen 12 Judith Bell 
| Billie Mandel 19 Terry Hetcher 12 Frank Yellin 
2 Alan Foss 19 Michael Schaffer 13 Jonah Levy 
2 — Arno Crow Rosenfeld 20 Maia Ross Trupin 13 Lonnie Weiss 
2 Raphael Lubeck-Weiner 20 William Stewart 16 William Jones 
3 Virginia Donohue 20 Christopher Stewart 16 Maxwell Malakoff 
3 Lydia Radovich 20 Jeffrey Sherman 18 Janet Klein 
4 Debra Yates 23 Nancy Meyer 19 Paul Cohen 
4 Emma Pines-Schwartz 23 Ron Edelman 19 Zachary Ruylemeyer 
4 — Robert Morelli 23 Jacob Pannor-Watenpaugh 19 Dan Bellm 
4 — Katrina Kuzniuk 24 Michael Sarid 19 Elizabeth Schaffer 
6 Steven Berlin 25 Finch DiGirolamo Klein 20 Erik Sikovitz 
6 Andrea Guerra 26 Glenn London 20 Stacey Shuster 
6 Roland Stern 27 Laura Steele 20 Jonathan Zingman 
7 Batya Kalis 28 Susan Schwartz 23 Martin Rawlings-Fein 
8 Marc Lipsett 30 Prudence Carter 24 Joshua Shuster-Lefkowitz 
8 Laura Trupin 25 Donna Rae Palmer 
8 — Hannah Pines-Schwartz AUGUST 26 Robert Cohen 
9 Steven Elman 1 Brian Grossman 26 Shira Zingman-Daniels 
9 Kayla Strassfeld | Geoff Benjamin 27 Michael Chertok 
9 Carolyn Pines | Solomon Lezin Schmidt 27 Kirsten Gustavson 
9 Larry Wong 2 Joseph Ramirez-Forcier 27 Charlotte Halloran-Couch 
12. Kelly Thiemann 4 Jonathan Funk 28 Thomas Lakritz 
12 Naomi Zingman-Daniels 5 Ron Miguel” 29 Ann Daniels 
13 Deborah Udin 5 Ray Bernstein 29 Joshua Levy 
13 Jonathan Zimman 6 — Nurif Robinson 30 Joseph Hample 
13 Mina Ostro Bluethenthal 7 Alan Michels 30 Laurie Schmidt 
14 Joan Shalit 7 Gail Ludwig 31 Timothy Cassidy 
15 Samuel Pannor-Watenpaugh 8 — Cheryl Sena 
8 Nathan Feinland 


LEGAL HELP? 
Contact David Gellman 


ESTATE PLANNING —BUSINESS LAW —REAL ESTATE 


LITIGATION — CONDOMINIUM CONVERSION 
TENANCY-IN-COMMON — PROBATE 
PERSONAL INJURY — EMPLOYMENT DISCRIMINATION 


1388 Sutter Street, Suite 1000 
San Francisco 94109-5494 
Phone: 415-673-5600 

Email: DGellman@¢3mh.com 
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DONATIONS 


ADULT EDUCATION 
Avraham Giannini 


in honor of James Carlson’s Bar Mitzvah. 
First Mennonite Church. 


AIDS Funp 


Allan Berenstein 
in memory of Bob Mackey, Mark Feldman 
and Tom Yazman. 


BIKKUR CHOLIM FUND 


Marianne Balin and Prudence Carter 
in memory of Kay Foss. 
Andrew and Michele Williamson 
in memory of her mother, 
Marion LeMeteyer. 


BUILDING FUND 


Steve Weiner 
in honor of James Carlson’s Bar Mitzvah. 


CHESIR-STEIN Music FUND 


Jonathan Funk, John Arnold and Evan 
in memory of his cousin, Judy Davis. 


GENERAL FUND 


Steven Abensohn. 
Marianne Balin and Prudence Carter 
in honor of Kevin Johnson’s entry 
into the Covenant. 
in honor of Arthur Slepian’s Presidency. 
Allan Berenstein 
in honor of Joe Ramirez-Forcier’s 
entry into the Covenant. 


in honor of Gabby and Ege’s engagement. 


in memory of Nanci Stern, Mirtha Beal, 
and Duff Kreitzburg 
in memory of his mother, 
Agnes Berenstein and grandfather, 
Max Radefsky. 
in memory of Andrea Guerra’s father, 
Harold Guerra. 
in honor of James Carlson becoming 
a Bar Mitzvah. 
Ellen Berger. 
Suzanne Bojdak and Debra Yates 
in honor of Kim Haveson’s Birthday. 
Barbara Braasch and Sharon Snyder. 
Diana Buchbinder and Jeane Redsecker 
in honor of the Bar Mitzvah of 
James Carlson. 
Paul Cohen and Bob Gutterman 
ir) memory of Eva Gaine. 
Rick Crane and Bill Hartley. 
Manny Fishman and Leslie Kane 
in memory of Alan Foss’ mother, 
Kay Foss and Andrea Guerra’s father, 
Harold Guerra. 
Rena Frantz and Ora Prochovnick 
in memory of Rae Herman. 
in honor of James Carlson’s Bar Mitzvah. 
Jonathan Funk and John Arnold 
in honor of James Carlson’s Bar Mitzvah. 
Steven Gaynes. 
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Jamie Gross. 
Ira Hirschfield and Tom Hansen 


in honor of James Carlson’s Bar Mitzvah. 


Alex Ingersoll and Martin Tannenbaum 
in honor of the Bat Mitzvah of 
Kailin Chalmers Koch. 
in honor of the Bar Mitzvah of 
James Carlson. 
in memory of Rae Herman. 
in appreciation of Arthur Slepian. 
Arnie Jackson 
in memory of his sister, Phyllis Litman. 
Batya Kalis 
in honor of Kailin Koch’s Bat Mitzvah. 
in memory of Rose Jacobstein and 
Jerome Kalis. 
Rose Katz 
in memory of her father, Marvin J. Katz. 
Harold and Anita Kerzner \ 


in honor of James Carlson’s Bar Mitzvah. 


Katrina Kuzniuk. 
Patricia and Robert Lieber. 
Edward Lopatin 
in memory of Aaron Lopatin. 
in memory of Paul Anderson. 
Jean MacLachian 
in memory of Bruce Maclachlan and 
Avtar Kaur Khalsa. 
in memory of Jean McLean and 
Jerry Greve. 
Dede Meyer 


in honor of James Carlson’s Bar Mitzvah. 


Ron and Ruth Miguel 

in honor of Irene Ogus, wishing her a 

complete and quick recovery. 

Jeanette Nichols and Daryl Goldman 

in memory of Rae Herman. 
Jeffrey Piade 

in memory of Rae Herman. 
Harold Podgur 

in memory of his mother, Mollie Podgur. 
Sharyn Saslafsky 


in honor of James Carlson’s Bar Mitzvah. 


Lillian Schaechner and Elaine Weissman 
in memory of her mother, 
Agnes K. Schaechner. 
Jeffrey Sherman 
in memory of his grandmother, 
Reva Sherman. 
Arthur Slepian and Gerry Llamado 
in memory of Sophie Lezell 
in memory of Rae Herman 
in honor of James Carlson’s Bar Mitzvah 
in honor of Kailin Chalmers Koch’s 
Bat Mitzvah 
Barbara and Myron Smith 
in honor of Jerry Rosenstein’s birthday. 
David Tessler. 
Betsy and David Teutsch 
in honor of Max Strassfield and 
Stefan Lynch. 
Susan Tubbesing and Sarah Nathe 
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in memory of Susan’s father, 
Jacob Bezman. 
in memory of Susan’s mother, 
Ann Kohout. 
Andrew and Michele Williamson 
in memory of Brenda Davis, on behalf of 
Jonathan and Vera. 
Robyn Winn and Brion Moss. 
Michael Zimmerman 
in honor of Kailin Koch’s Bat Mitzvah. 


HiGuH HoLipAy PLEDGE 

Karen Schiller. 

HicH Houipay PLEDGE 5765 
Tiela Chalmers and Hershey Hirschkop. 
Rick Crane and Bill Hartley. 

Thomas Given. 

Richard Mehler. 


Sarah Nathe. 

Steve Weitz. 

HiGu Houipay PLEDGE 5766 
Elliot Block. 

Tiela Chalmers and Hershey Hirschkop. 
Phil Charney. 

Mark Fish. 

Avraham Giannini. 

Peter Gold. 

Judith Hibbard. 

Larry Horowitz. 

Vincent Jang. 

Charles Kleiman and Dorothy Slattery. 
Michael Lazcano. 

Jeffrey Lilly. 

Peter Marcus. 

Nancy Muller. 

Bart Narter. 

Steven Schumacher. 

Eric Share. 

Mark Troy. 


IN KIND DONATION OF A 
TORAH BREAST PLATE 
James Carlson. 


In KIND DONATION OF 
SATURDAY SIDDURIM 
James Carlson. 


MISHKAN PLEDGE 


Anonymous. 
Diana Buchbinder and Jeane Redsecker. 


PHyLuis MINTZER 
EDUCATION FUND 


Allan Berenstein 
in honor of Sue Bojdak and Kailin Koch’s 
Bat Mitzvah. 
Beth Israel Judea. 
Paul Cohen and Bob Gutterman 
in memory of Rae Herman. 
Pieter de Haan and Ruth Rainero 
in honor of Benjamin Rainero-de Haan‘s 
Bar Mitzvah, from the Rainero-de Haan 


family and MarieLouise Rontgen. 
Manny Fishman and Leslie Kane 
in honor of the Mitzvot of Reuben Raff, 
Raena Frohlich, Desmond Bernstein, and 
Benjamin Rainero-deHaan and 
Boaz Garcia Goldberg’s naming. 
in honor of Reuben Raff's Bar Mitzvah. 
in honor of Raena Frohlich’s Bat Mitzvah. 
in honor of Desmond Bernstein’s 
Bar Mitzvah, 
in honor of Benjamin Rainero-de Haan’‘s 
Bar Mitzvah. 
in honor of Boaz Garcia-Goldberg’s 
naming. 
in honor of Harrison Weinberg’s 
Bar Mitzvah. 
Avi Goldberg and William Garcia 
in memory of Rae Herman. 
Ida Kuluk and Susan Spott 
in honor of the B’nai Mitzvah class. 
Eileen Lynette and Charlene O'Neill. 
Arthur Slepian and Gerry Llamado 
in memory of Rae Herman. 
in honor of Sue Bojdak. 


RABBI S DISCRETIONARY FUND 


Alvin Baum 

in honor of the Bat Mitzvah of 

Kailin Chalmers Koch. 

Ray Bernstein. 
Patti Breitman 

in appreciation of Rabbi Angel. 
Manny Fishman and Leslie Kane. 
Avraham Giannini 

in honor of Steve and Joss for their work 


Your 
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Lifestyle Store 


www.Afikomen.com 
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with the Pesach Seder 5766. 
Shaun Hannan and Rae Hendriksz 
in honor of Gabby and Ege’s engagement. 
Walter Leiss 
in memory of his sister-in-law, 
Shirley Leiss. 
Patricia Lin 
in honor of 100th birthday of her 
grandmother, Wei-Ching Pan Lin. 
Richard Meyerson 
in memory of his father, Stanley Meyerson. 
Niki and Richard Rothman 
in memory of Shelly Winters. 
Ilana Strubel 
in memory of her great uncle, 
Sanford Olshan. 


RaINnBow FUND 5764 
Rabbi Camille Angel and Karen Segal. 
RAINBOW FUND 5,765 
Kevin Johnson. 
Laura Lowe. 
RAINBOW FUND 5766 
Marianne Balin and Prudence Carter 
in honor of Arthur Slepian’s leadership. 
Ann Bauman. 
Diana Buchbinder and Jeane Redsecker 
in memory of Phyllis Mintzer. 
Tiela Chalmers and Hershey Hirschkop. 
Ellie Cohen and Michal Goralsky 
in honor of Ora Prochovnick. 
Ruth Schoenbach 
in memory of Lynn’s mother, Naomi Eden 
and Ruth’s father, Uriel Schoenbach. 


SIN 


“semnt eee once 


Donald Fischer. 
Carla Gomez and Sandy Feinland. 
Susan Greenspan 

in memory of Jason Gaber. 
Anthony Harris. 
Alison Jacoby and Vanessa Teplin. 
Rose Katz. 
Lisa DiGirolamo and Janet Klein 

in honor of Fanny Klein. 
Eileen Lynette and Charlene O'Neill. 
Steven Mazer. 
Richard Mehler. 
Ron and Ruth Miguel. 
Sharon Miller. 
Florence and Steve Nacamulli 

in memory of their friend, Allen Harris. 
Andrew Ramet. 
Nurit Robinson. 
Neil Rosenbaum 

in memory of David Rosenbaum. 
Jeffrey Sherman. 
Eric Temple and Garry Schermann. 
William and Karen Wisialowski 

in honor of the Bar Mitzvah of 

James Carlson. 


SOCIAL ACTION FUND 
Allan Berenstein 


in appreciation of Congregation 
Sha‘ar Zahav. 


WEBSITE 


Arthur Slepian and Gerry Llamado 
in honor of Sara Haber, Steve Mazer 
and Noum Szoke. 


AGHNVAN LS 


RoI DENTAL or CONIVERGIAL 


TAKE IT TO THE MACKS! 


“Judy was fantastic, smart and effective 
and made our refinance so simple.” 
-filen Friedman & Louis Blumberg 


“We were so happy with our first refinance, 
we came back for another loan!” 
-Nicole Grindle & Noe! Kaufman 


Judy Macks 
Mortgage Banker 


Take it to the Macks! 


me: DEPARTMENT OF REAL ESTATE BROKER LICENSE #013S4408 


July/August 2006 


“Thanks to Judy, my first homebuying 

experience went off without a hitch. 

Judy offered great advice, calmed my nerves, 
and worked with me to find the mortgage that 
worked best for my needs. | would 
recommend her without reservation to anyone!” 


—MK 


integrated 
mortgage 


1829 Market Street, San Francisco, CA 94103 
j.macks@imc4loans.com 
www.imc4loans.com/jmacks 


415.575.4213 
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SPONSORSHIPS 


APRIL 

7/8 

Bimah flowers generously sponsored by 
Barbara Braasch in memory of her mother, 
Renee Braasch. 


Oneg generously sponsored by the Kesher 
Committee in honor of our members cel- 
ebrating their 1 Oth year of membership. 


14/15 

Bimah flowers generously sponsored by 
Steven Angelides & Michael Thomas 

in honor of the engagement of Gabriella 
Volodarsky & Ege Kozak. 


Oneg generously sponsored by 
Rebecca Goldfader in memory of her father, 
Sidney Goldfader. 


28/29 

Bimah flowers generously sponsored by 
Rob Daroff in memory of Rob and William’s 
grandmother, May Daroff. 


Oneg generously sponsored by 

Rob Daroff in honor of his brother, William 
Daroff on becoming the Vice President 

for Public Policy for the United Jewish 
Communities, and the Director of the 
Washington, D.C. UJC. 


MAY 
12/13 


Bimah flowers, Oneg & Friday night child-_ , 


care generously sponsored by 
Ann Bauman & Kelly Thiemann in honor of 
the 14th Anniversary of their Kiddushin. 


19/20 

Bimah flowers generously sponsored by 
Mary and Roy Stafford & Barbara and Alan 
Koch in honor of the Bat Mitzvah of Kailin 
Hillary Chalmers Koch. 


Oneg generously sponsored by 
Ron Lezell in honor of the Bat Mitzvah of 
Kailin Hillary Chalmers Koch. 


26/27 

Bimah flowers generously sponsored by 
Daniel Ostrow in memory of his father, 
John Ostrow. 


Oneg generously sponsored by 
Jerry Rosenstein in honor of the Bar 
Mitzvah of James Carlson. 


Friday night childcare generously sponsored 
by Jeff Lilly in memory of his friend, Noric 
Taschian. 


NACHES 


Gabby Volodarsky and Ege Kozak on the 
occasion of their engagement. 


Amanda Littauer (and Laura and Zoe 
Steele) on her new job as Assistant 
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Professor of Women’s Studies and History at 
Saint Mary’s College in Notre Dame, Indiana. 
Amanda and family have purchased a home 
in Mishiwaka, Indiana and will be moving 

in June. 


Rabbi Yoel Kahn on his promotion fo 
Associate Director of the Jewish Community 
Center of San Francisco. 


Al & Jessie Austin on the birth of their son, 
Amir Malcolm Austin. Amir was born on 
Friday, May 12th at 1 1pm, weighing in at 7 
pounds, 15 ounces and 19.5 inches. 


Rachael Reiley and Emily Newfield, on the 
birth of their son, Riley Isaac Newfield. Riley 
was born on May, May 8 at 8:23pm, weigh- 
ing 5 pounds and 13 ounces. 


Reuben Raff on being awarded the Sey Hey 
Award for outstanding community service 

by a San Francisco public middle-school 
student (created in honor of Willie May’s ' 
75th birthday). Reuben, ine inaugural winner 
of James Lick Middle School, won a savings 
bond and got to meet Willie Mays. 


Devra Felder Noily on receiving the 2006 
Alice Stein prize in Jewish Women’s Studies 
from the Reconstructionist Rabbinical College 
for her essay, “Like Roses on the Moon: 
Homosexuality in the Hebrew Bible.” 


James Carlson on the occasion of his Bar 
Mitzvah. 


Kailin Koch on the occasion of her Bat 
Mitzvah. 


Building stable 


relationships 


Susan Langdon and Irene Ogus, on the 
birth of their grandson, David Owen Thor 
Langdon. David was born on Sunday, May 
28th, weighing 8lbs and lounce. 


Katrina Kuzniuk and Jessie Hover on the 
birth of their son, Adin Sascha Kuzniuk 
Hover. Adin was born on Thursday, June 
8th at 5:10pm, weighing in at 9 pounds, 6 
ounces and was 22 inches. 


Larry Best and Ming Leung, who are the 
lucky parents of a new baby boy, Adam, who 
recently joined their family. Jazmine is a very 
proud big sister. 


ANNIVERSARIES 


JULY 
| Mike Bromberg and Ken Repp 

8 Martin Spector and Alan Samuels 

10 Elizabeth Katz and LeeAnn Thompson 
12. Allan Gold and Alan Ferrara 

25 Ron and Ruth Miguel 

25 Daniel Chesir and Stefan Rowniak 

27 David Couch and Nancy Halloran 

29 Sara Gorr and Bart Odegaard 


AUGUST 
7 Judith Wolfe and Jenny Hughes 
10 Alison Jacoby and Vanessa Teplin 
12 Ali Cannon and Jessica Israel 
15 Jonathan Funk and John Arnold 
25  llana Drummond and Sharon Dulberg 
27 Steven Elman and Tom Holt 


in our community: 


KER SKE ER ES RIKER EG KH KE KERERRERERERAKREREREDRERERERERRERERER 


BONDS LIMITED, LLC uses a confidential, 
safe and comfortable process to 

bring together loving, stable 
same-dender Companions committed 
to lifetime, monogamous relationships. 


ERRARERPRERPERERBERERYRELERAEREREER ER ELE RE RENE PKU S KEKE SRE EKER H 


Call us for a brochure or free consullation 


(AIS) 989.7162 - (408) 998,762 
(707) 526,717 - (831) 303,162 - (925) 682/162 
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info@bondslimited.com - www.bondslimited.com 


CONDOLENCES 


Michael Bettinger, on the loss of his 
friend, Jeffrey Katzoff. 


James Carlson, on the loss of his 
friend, Rabbi Gerald Raiskin. 


Margaret Crow Rosenfeld, Jonathan 
Rosenfeld, Arno, Mia and Zola, on the 
loss of Margaret's mother, Bernice Eng. 


Jonathan Funk, on the loss of his 
cousin, Judy Davis. 


Kirsten Gustavson, on the loss of her 
father, Gus Gustavson. 


Kim Haveson-Lezin, on the loss of her 
grandmother, Jean Haveson. 


Howard Herman, Claudia Bernard & 
Benjamin Bernard-Herman, on the 
loss of their mother, mother-in-law and 
grandmother, Rae Herman. 


Ron Lezell, on the loss of his mother, 
Sophie Lezell. 


Jeffrey Lilly, on the loss of his friend, 
Noric Taschian. 


Shelli, Marty and Sarah Rawlings-Fein, 
on the loss of Shelli’s grandfather, 
Edwin Sutton. 


Ken Repp, on the loss of his mother, 
Eva Gaine. 


Earnings Devoted to Philanthropy 


SINAI 
MEMORIAL 
CHAPEL 


CHEVRA KADISHA 


San Francisco 
1501 Divisadero St. 
(415) 921-3636 
FD 262 


Lafayette 
3415 Mt. Diablo Blvd. 
(925) 962-3636 
FD 1523 


www-.sinaichapel.org 
Pre-need funeral 
arrangements available 


Gene B. Kaufman, Executive Director 
Helen Schwartz, Pre-need Counselor 


Max Strassfeld, on the loss of her 
grandmother, Ruth Strassfeld. 

Robert Tat, on the loss of his great-aunt, 
Helen Schneider. 

Miriam Trentman, Bob Morelli and 
Batya Kalis, on the loss of their friend, 
Ellie Krosca. 

David Wasserman & Neil Hart, on the 
loss of their friend, Phyllis Bird. 


YAHRZEITS 


JULY 


1 Rachel Mailman 

4 — Edwin Daniel Gabay 
6 David Roy Custead 

9 Alexander Louis Konski 
17 Steven P. Berman 

25 Seth Miller 

30 Phillip Scott Resnick 


AUGUST 

2 David H. Kotch 

4 Jordan Berger 

5 Ernie Weinstein 

7 Mark R. Landsberger 
16 Peter Jay Rosenfeld 
18 Elliot Schneck 

23 Bill Schlichter 

26 Jay E. Platt 

28 Jay Mark Feinstein 


eagertobeintouch = 
vith all members of . 
“the CSZ family 
whenever there are 
occasions of joy or sadness 


We very much wantto 
be there with you 
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NEW MEMBERS 


Raul Garcia-Gonzalez 
Jason Neft 

David Freed 

Paul Margolis 


CLASSIFIEDS 
PSYCHOTHERAPY: 

A safe place to talk about life transi- 
tion, relationship turmoil, emotional 
upheaval, existential crises... or sim- 


ple, everyday concerns. Jody Reiss, 
LCSW (#15289). 415/401-9482 


HEBREW/ TORAH TROPE 
INSTRUCTION: 


Private tutoring/groups. Over 100 
satisfied customers since 1999! 
Contact Kenny Altman at 415/379- 
9783, kennyaltman@earthlink. net 


ALL THINGS MACINTOSH: 


Internet making you crazy? Mysterious 
freezes? Troubleshooter for hire! 


Improve Performance. Software 
Support/Tutoring/and More. 
References. 

Roslyn 510/526-1209. 


fy ay | 
the « ‘f ? Baht Sf 
7 be th hur é ‘ 
aE 4,3 ot OP eat 2, A oral PY 
¢ 


Ke 


HILLS OF ETERNITY 
MEMORIAL PARK 


. 


Serving families of the 
Jewish faith since 1851 


Designated section 
for members of 
Congregation Sha’ ar Zahav 


For information, please call 
Stephen E. Weiner 
Director of Sales 
650/756-3633 
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_ SHA’AR- 


ANTONY 


Girt SHOP 


Candlesticks 
Mezzuzot 
Jewelry 
Kiddush Cups 
Matzah Covers 
seder Plates 
Tallitot 
Kippot 


Open 1st Friday, 

_7:30- 8 pm, 
all other weeks, 
s : : 6:45-7:20 pm or 
by appointment. 
Call 861-6932 
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SYNAGOGUE INFORMATION 


CONGREGATION SHA’ AR ZAHAV 


290 Dolores Street 
415/861-6932 (voice); 415/861-6081 (fax) 
office@shaarzahav.org (email)  http:/Awww.shaarzahav.org (web) 


Rabbi 
Camille Shira Angel (x301) 
© rabbiangel@aol.com 


Administrator 
Steven Angelides (x308) 
© sfeven@shaarzahav.org 


Adminstrative Assistant 
Shaun Hannan (x304) 


Director of Children’s and 
Family Education 
Mary Jane Eisenberg (x302) 
© educator@shaarzahav.org 


Rabbi’s Assistant/Membership Liaison 

Gabby Volodarsky (x3 10) 

@ gabby@shaarzahav.org 
OFFICERS 

President, Ora Prochovnick 

© cszpres@pacbell.net 

First Vice President, Sara Haber 

Vice President, Drew Parker-Rose 

Vice President, Judy Schwartz 

Treasurer, Tony Harris 

Recorder, Lydia Radovich 
VA’AD MEMBERS 

Arthur Slepian, 

Immediate Past President 

Ron Edelman 

Joss Eldridge 

Manny Fishman 

Paula Fleisher 

Ari Goldberg 

Mare Lipschutz 

Richard Meyerson 

Shelli Rawlings-Fein 

Amy Scharf 
Members wishing to contact any Va‘ad 
member or committee chair are invited 
to obtain his or her number from the 
synagogue Office. 


Bikkur Cholim: If you or a friend who is 
a member of Sha‘ar Zahav is ill in the 
hospital or at home, please notify the 
synagogue office. 
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COMMITTEE CHAIRS 


Bikkur Cholim, open 
Book Group, Mark Mackler 
Building and Grounds, lrene Ogus 
Bylaws, Howard Steiermann 
Children’s Education Board, 
Howard Herman and Debbie Levy 
Cemetery, David Stein 
Dues, Tiela Chalmers 
East Bay Chavurah, Open 
Endowment Fund, David Stein 
Experiment in Congregational 
Education, Dan Bellm 
Finance, Karen Schiller 
Fine Arts, Barbara Cymrot 
Fund Development, Marianne Balin 
and Tony Harris 
Gift Shop, Jeff Rubin 
Israel Committee, Miki Goralsky and 
Steve Mazer 
IT., open 
Kesher, Kelly Cytron and 
Katrina Kuzniuk 
Leadership Development and Volunteer 
Coordination, Sara Haber 
Library, Bernard Scherzer 
Membership, Judy Schwartz 
Newsletier, Jo Ellen Kaiser 
e jgkaiser@earthlink.net 
Past Presidents’ Council, 
David Gellman 
Personnel, Alex Ingersoll 
Program Committee, 
Joss Eldredge and Steve Mazer 
® programs@shaarzahav.org 
Progressive Chavurah Chair, Jim Frazin 
Rabbi Liaison, Alex Ingersoll 
Ritual, Lesiie Kane and Jeff Piade 
Social Action, Susan Lubeck and 
Sara Haber 
UAHC Regional Liaison, Daniel Chesir 
WCGLBTJ Liaison, David Gellman 
Website Development, Sara Haber, 
Steve Mazer and Naomi Szoke 


Member of the Union for Reform Judaism 
and the World Congress of Gay, Lesbian, 
Bisexual and Transgender Jews 


